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—EARS TO HEAR! LESSONS FROM THE CHINA MISSION 


This 64-page Tract for the Times was written by former English Baptist missionary Victor 
Hayward.and published this year by Edinburgh House Press, As the sub-title indicates, it is an 
attempt to rethink the strategy of Christian missions in the light of our experience in China, 
The book leads us inevitably to a comparison with Paton'’s Christian Missions and the Judgment 
of God, and with Barnabas’ Christian Witness in Communist China, With the passage of the 
years Hayward is able to discuss the questions involved with more calmness, and from a some- 
what more detached viewpoint. It is also more positive and constructive in regard to the les- 
sons to be drawn, though perhaps a little too positive at some points, For example, in the Pre- 
face he says that ‘‘ex-China missionaries have shown an astonishing measure of agreement as to 
what these lessons are,’’ a statement which is true only if you are rather easily astonished, 
However, I think the points he makes, as listed below, are all well taken. 


These lessons, he thinks, are relevant to all mission fields, and not just to those in which 

ee a Communist revolution is imminent, He rejects completely the idea that the Communist 
eg in itself is a mark of missionary failure, and recognizes that the Revolution would 

have come anyhow, no matter how effectively we had done our work, This is one of the main 

lessons of our China experience. A revolution is bound to come in all of our mission countries; 

the only question is, who will lead it, 


Chapter Four, Failures in Missionary Strategy, is admirably summarized by Hayward him- 
self in the final paragraph: ‘*The Christian missionary today, and Mission Boards at home, 
must be sensitive to recognize and avoid all forms of imperialistic attitude or policy, whether 
political, cultural or ecclesiastical. The Gospel must be preached as by sinners to sinners, 
never as a means to any human end, but as the good news of God's free gift of salvation in 
Christ, Who through the intrinsic authority of His Cross and Resurrection makes His own totali- 
tarian claim upon man’s love and trust and obedience. While witness is to be borne to the ful- 
ness of the Gospel by a comprehensive, integrated programme of Christian service, careful 
planning is need to ensure a properly balanced use of resources, especially as regards personnel, 
with priority given to that which builds up the local church as a truly missionary community. 
The missionary must seek the closest possible spiritual identification with the people he serves, 
exemplifying this in his standard and way of living, as well as in his understanding of all that is 
involved in Christian citizenship for his Asian or African colleagues and friends. An ecumenical 
understanding of the nature of the indigenous church is to correct undue emphasis upon isolated 
self-sufficiency, and guide our utmost efforts towards achieving the essential purpose of the 
missionary enterprise, For in all these respects, however obvious they may seem, we have been 
found lacking. *’ 


In Chapter Five he lists certain weaknesses of the home churches, which have been repro- 
duced overseas, Our laymen, both at home and abroad, are fundamentally ignorant of Chris- 
tian theology, they do not have sufficiently the sense of loving fellowship within the church, 
Issued about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work 
in China. ANNUAL RATES: Domestic, $2.00; Overseas, Firstclass $4.00, Secondclass $3.00. 

_— $5.00 in 15 cent zone, $7.00 in 25 cent zone, Please send payments as due, 


a 

| 

! 


and they have not learned the lesson of stewardship, In ecclesiastical mechanics there has been re 
too slavish an imitation of the West. The lack of concern for social righteousness has made the or 
Christian conscience weak in the face of Communist concern for social justice. ‘*The churche ai Se 
in China, as in other countries behind the Iron Curtain, have to bear our sins as well as their 


own, when taunted with unlikeness and disobedience to our Lord.’’ | i. 
e 

The third category of lessons consists of those to be learned from Communist example. ii 
These, which are discussed in Chapter Six, are primarily the value of Unity, and of skill in p 


propaganda. The tract concludes with a chapter on the ecumenical church, in which the mutual 
concern of east and west with each other within a world-wide fellowship is stressed. 


R 
Questions for discussion for each of the seven chapters are added, thus making the book tl 
very useful for class study, though I should judge that the level of mission strategy understanding b 
is above that of the adult class in an average church, si 
0 
We expect to import a limited number of this valuable study, and our readers may obtain T 
it from our office at forty cents a copy, remittance in three cent postage stamps please, 
YALE IN CHINA ) M 
Bi 
The December Bulletin of Yale-in-China has an interesting report from their Hong Kong al 
representative Charles Long on the work of New Asia College in that city, a college to which 
Yale-in-China is contributing. The college has 214 students, 168 boys and 46 girls, and gradu- 
ated a class of nine at its fourth annual commencement last June. Mr. Long is teaching a course fr 
in English Bible which has ‘tas many students as the classroom will hold.’’ President of the col- if 
lege Chien Mu recently received an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from Hong Kong University. ce 


At the annual meeting of the Yale-in-China Association last June, four new trustees were 
added and thret retired. Those retiring are well known to our readers; Dr. Edward Hume, 
Dr. E. C. Lobenstine, and Rev. W. R. Wheeler. Dr. Luther Weigle is president of the Associ- 
ation, 


The trustees are revivin ng the Yale Bachelor Program, and hope to send two members of m 
Yale graduating class in 1956 to Hong Kong for the staff of New Asia College. 


This Association receives and disburses each year about $50,000, more than half of which 
comes from invested funds, Practically all of their overseas appropriations are now going to 
New Asia. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Dr. and Mrs. Homer V. Bradshaw, Presbyterian missionaries in China since 1928, arrived 
in Hong Kong on December 20, after having been in a Canton prison since March, 1951. The 
Associated Press despatch from Hong Kong states that both of them are suffering from acute 
malnutrition and effects of beriberi. ‘*Even border policemen hardened by such sights were 


moved when Dr, and Mrs, Bradshaw came to the frontier post on the daily train from Canton gr 
and painfully struggled across the line to freedom.** Mrs. Bradshaw weighed only about 80 Sc 
pounds, and her mind is far from clear, She ‘could not comprehend what was happening. She TI 
stared blankly. Her speech was incoherent, her only apparent emotion was fear.’’ On the next Or 
day they were flown to Manila for more thorough medical examination, sc 


Edwin McNeill Poteat, formerly Southern Baptist missionary in Kaifeng, died on December 
iS, tle was for some years president of Rochester Theological Seminary. i; @ 


CHURCH NEWS 


A letter from inside China has the following notes about the contents of the weekly maga- t 

zine Tien Feng: During July, August and September it was composed almost entirely of articles cl. 

against Wang Ming-tao. After that there was still at least one article about him in each issue, sc 

but other subjects were also discussed, One article was about the accomplishments of the first = 

Five Year Plan, There has been a series of articles about the imperialistic conditions in the e 
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China Bible House, The last week in November had two articles about imperialism, showing 
; Cy difference between it and the true Christian spirit. 


We have already reported on the reorganization of the China Bible House (See Bulletin for 
November 7). Now we learn further that the Bible House employees all have to study ‘*Politics’’ | 
every morning from eight to ten, in order te purge out this imperialistic taint, Sales have been 
improving recently, and are now about 45% of what they were before the war. They have re- 
printed the pocket Bible, using thin Chinese-made paper. 


Recent Christian publications in Shanghai include the following: Spurgeon’s Evening 
Readings, by the Baptist Press; a Bible Outline, a book on the Bible and a book on prayer by 
the Nanyang Road Press; Studies on Pilgrim's Progress, with reproductions of Copping’s pictures, | 
books on Genesis and Exodus, and a translation of The Reason Why, by the China Christian Mis- 
sion. R. T. S. in Hankow is also getting out some new material, but none of it was named in | 
our source, Permission has been given to import some books, including an interlinear Greek 
Testament, 


Chia Yu-ming’s complete commentary on the Bible is being published by the Three Self 
Movement in some 12 to 15 volumes, evidently the price they paid for getting him to join, His 
Bible School had some difficulty in opening last fall, but finally succeeded in opening with 
about 40 students. He also has branches of his school in Chungking and in Peking. 


The renewed drive on churches to line up with the Three Self Movement seems to date 
from a meeting which was held in the Moore Memorial Church in Shanghai in April or May of 
1955. It lasted five days and was attended by several hundred pastors and others interested. A @ 
committee of gO was appointed, including about equal numbers of modernists and fundamental- - 
ists, and especial inducements were held out to certain Christian organizations to get them to | 
join, One Spiritual Nourishment Church (Ling Liang Tang) was given a bit of land on which to 
build a church, Wang Ming-tao was of course the great obstacle to this program, and so in | 
August he was arrested. About the beginning of November the Religious Affairs Bureau in Shang- 

i summoned all Shanghai pastors to a meeting where a statement was made about Wang, to 

, F effect that he was arrested because he had organized a number of independent Bible study , 
ands, he had favored the Japanese, and he had made statements contrary to the State, These ¢ P 

treasonable statements were such as *‘Love your enemies,’ **Our citizenship is in heaven,’*’ 
**Love not the world,** etc. The government representative went on to say that he was sorry 
that this drive against Wang and his followers had resulted in diminished attendance at church 
services, but he assured them that there was nothing to fear, as long as they did what they were 
told to do by the Three Self Movement. This ingenious statement was belied by the fact that 
during that time the police were making special investigations of Christian homes, and in par- . : 
ticular checking up on the Christian literature there, evidently seeking for such treasonable 
statements as those charged against Wang Ming-tao. Some of the more timid are now afraid 
to keep any Christian literature at all in their home, and the sale of Christian literature in 
Shanghai has gone down over fifty per cent during the latter half of 1955. 


There is now a considerable body of refugee White Russians from Sinkiang in Shanghai. A 
group of about 50 of them worship together at a little place on Rue Albert, and there is a Sunday 
School there of about 40 children, Christians in Shanghai are trying to get Bibles for them, 
These Russians report that back in Sinkiang there are a number of well-organized congregations, 
One has over 300 members; it has only two hymn books and almost no Bibles. A little Bible 
school has been established in Urumchi. 


A report from the Miao tribes in Kweichow indicates that they are anxious for more copies 
of the Scriptures, Not much literature is available for them in their tongue; 


700 young people gathered in the YMCA auditorium in Canton last August to hear a har- 
monica concert given by members of the Association, The titles of the numbers given reflected 
the following interests; praise of the fatherland and its leaders; the life of brother nationalities; 
Classical and western tuncs, 


SCHOOL NEWS 
) Cx A letter written in China last fall states that the government has had to cut down on its 


| 


